
Q1. What is the MPLC Blanket Licence?

A. MPLC specialises in blanket licensing for entertainment and non-educational 

purposes. The MPLC Blanket Licence offers a legal and compliant way to show 

specific copyright protected films and TV programmes (“MPLC Repertoire”) for 

entertainment purposes in a public space. 

The MPLC Blanket Licence for Schools covers the showing of this collection of 

films and TV programmes for non-educational purposes, such as the screening 

of a programme in a communal area on a school open day. The MPLC 

Repertoire now includes over three thousand (3,000) independent film studios, 

specialist educational and TV production companies, including Lionsgate 

(Hunger Games), Sony Pictures Classics, Ealing Studios International, 

Scholastic Entertainment, Golden Books Entertainment, The Family 

Entertainment Library, Big Idea Entertainment, HIT Entertainment, as well as 

the studios of the UK’s major TV producers such as BBC Studios. 

The Blanket Licence allows unlimited showings of our rights holders’ titles and 

there is no reporting of use or any other administration required. Simple annual 

cover for one low annual fee. Schools can use their own libraries of these titles, 

from any legal rental or retail source. They can screen our titles live from linear 

broadcasters, record and replay them, or download them from the public 

service broadcasters’ on-demand streaming services, the Terms & Conditions 

of which specify private use only. This form of screening is called 

“communication to the public” but the MPLC Licence only covers entertainment 

uses, not educational uses, which are covered by the ERA Licence. There can 

be no admission fee charged to view these titles and no advertisement of the 

title to the general public. 

Q2. Do all schools need to apply for a licence?

A. Over 90% of schools in the UK now hold an MPLC Blanket Licence. All state 

maintained primary and secondary schools in England, including academies, 

hold the licence through a national licence agreement MPLC has in place with 

the Department for Education in England. Schools in Scotland, Wales and 

Northern Ireland need to apply for their own licence, if required, with MPLC.

Q3. We already hold an ERA Licence. Why would we also need an MPLC 

Blanket Licence?

A. The ERA Licence is a separate and distinct licence which enables schools to 

record, copy and retain any programmes and films broadcast on television and 

radio channels for non-commercial educational use. It also supports access to 

specified online services such as BBC iPlayer, All4 etc for educational use. The 

ERA Licence covers the showing and use of this content for purposes of 

teaching and study.  

There are some uses which may give rise to confusion as to whether an ERA 

Licence or MPLC Blanket Licence is required. For example, if a class has 

studied a piece of literature in class and chooses to screen a recording of a TV 

or film adaptation of that book at the end of term within the classroom, the use 

falls under the ERA Licence. If it chooses to screen the TV adaptation to all 

students after school for entertainment purposes and the production is part of 

the MPLC Repertoire, the use falls under the MPLC Blanket Licence. 

Like MPLC, ERA has an agreement in place with the DfE, under the terms of 

which all state schools in England and Wales are covered by an ERA Licence. 

The ERA Licence does not cross over in any way with the MPLC Blanket 

Licence which is for extra-curricular entertainment uses only. Schools should 

contact MPLC directly if they need more information about whether their extra-

curricular activities require a Blanket Licence from MPLC. 

Q4. We already hold a Public Video Screening Licence, PVSL. Why would 

we also need an MPLC Blanket Licence? 

A. There are two licences for non-educational entertainment use in a school 

required for the comprehensive legal use of DVD, Blu-ray and downloaded 

copyrighted materials - a Public Video Screening Licence (PVSL) supplied by 

Filmbank Distribution Ltd and an MPLC Blanket Licence. 

The PVS Licence is there to represent, reward and give a school legal 

coverage to approximately 15 mainly Hollywood studios. Please refer to PVSL 

‘Participating Studios’ at www.filmbankmedia.com for further information on 

those films within Filmbank's repertoire.  

The MPLC Blanket Licence for Schools was put in place to protect the 

independent studios’ rights in the same way as the Hollywood studios already 

are through the PVSL. 

There are many thousands of independent studios, specialist educational and 

TV producers exclusively represented by the MPLC Blanket Licence. There is 

no overlap or duplication between the MPLC and PVS Licence. They are two 

stand-alone licences for a school to have comprehensive legal use of 

copyrighted content on legally sourced media, such as DVD, Blu-ray and 

downloads. 

Q5. Why would I need a licence?

A. The showing of TV programmes and film in public places requires 

authorisation from the copyright owner or a licence from a licensing body under 

the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. This includes the showing of 

broadcast television, DVD/Blu-ray or programmes viewed from the internet. If 

an organisation screens copyrighted TV programmes and/or films to a group in 

a communal space without the producer’s permission, the screening is 

considered a ‘public performance’ and illegal unless licensed.

Also, as technology increases and computers, laptops, interactive whiteboards, 

iPads and other hand-held devices become commonplace, access to film and 

television becomes easier, but with it comes the additional dangers of possible 

copyright infringement. 

Q6. Does the Local Authority not hold a licence on our behalf?

A. MPLC has central blanket licences in place with many Local Authorities, but 

not all. If we have written to you, then your Local Authority does not have a 

central licence in place and it is the responsibility of the school to obtain its own 

licence.

Q7. We only show films at the end of term, so do we still need a licence?

A. A licence is required, even if you only show one or two films during the year 

for entertainment purposes.

Q8. What is the cost of the licence?

A. The licence fee is based on the number of pupils at the school: 

Up to 300 pupils              £231.58 + vat per year

301 to 1000 pupils           £313.36 + vat per year

1001 to 5000 pupils         £347.70 + vat per year

Q9. How do I apply?

A. To apply, complete and return the enclosed form. We will then send the 

school’s licence certificate along with an invoice.

Q10. Who are MPLC? 

A. The Motion Picture Licensing Company was established over 30 years ago. 

The licence is now provided in over 27 countries and covers various locations 

and venues where copyright protected films and TV programmes are used in a 

group setting. These include in schools, on board coaches, trains, libraries, 

childcare centres, nurseries and kid’s clubs, HM Prisons, oil rigs, corporate 

offices, churches, healthcare centres, private clubs, bars and restaurants, 

government offices and high street retailers. 

We are part of the Educational Licensing Working Group which is a working 

group of representatives from the licensing bodies that provide licences for the 

use of copyright material in the education sector (CCLI, CLA, ERA, MCPS, 

MPLC, NLA, PPL, PRS for Music and PVSL). The group aims to manage the 

issues that surround copyright in schools through raising awareness.  

MPLC are part of Trading Standards 'Buy with Confidence' Scheme (ref: 

1588/05) and joined a Primary Authority Partnership with East Sussex Trading 

Standards. As well as this, we are a member of the Federation Against 

Copyright Theft (FACT) organisation and listed as a Licensing Body at GOV.UK 

(see – Licensing bodies and collective management organisations). MPLC are 

Corporate Affiliate Members of the Chartered Trading Standards Institute 

(025343). 

Q11. How can I contact MPLC?

E. educationuk@mplc.com 

T. 01323 356100

W. uk.mplc.com 
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